On Genus of Bends

A close study of Bends reveals that there are only a limited number of basic formations in which two ropes can be tied together. Using the Linaeus nomenclature system, this level in the classification complies with Genus. At least four Genera have been identified and are explained as follows.

The first Genus is termed a Singlet. In this formation, the two ropes are intimately involved in the joining process, being interwoven to produce the desired Bend. Prime examples of this Type are the Reef Knot (ABOK1204), Sheet Bend (ABOK1431), Ring Knot (ABOK1412) and Carrick Bend (ABOK1428).

The second Genus is termed a Doublet. In this formation each rope is attached to the opposite rope by means of a Hitch. Thus each such Bend is comprised of two distinct entities. Examples of Doublet Types are Fisherman’s Knot (ABOK1414), Parcel Bend (ABOK1227) and Barrel Knot (ABOK1413). 

The third Genus identified is termed the Linked Bend. In this formation the two ropes involved form two Loops or Nooses linked to each other. The prime example of this Type is the Bowline Bend (ABOK1455).

The fourth Genus is named the Paired Doublet, in which the ropes are joined using two Singlets. These may be the same knots as in the Two Bends illustrated in ABOK 1454.

Allocation into a Genus of any Bend as will depend on the final, dressed down, tensioned form of the knot. Some Bends begin life as a Doublet, but when the final form ready for use, then they have capsized, deformed, changed to a Singlet. This property is apparent in some simple Bends, e.g. Whatknot, stable and unstable forms.  (ABOK1408 and 1409)

ABOK = Ashley Book of Knots. 

